
As part of the bipartisan
Infrastructure bill that was
enacted last year, Wisconsin is
expected to receive billions of
dollars in funding. As part of the
$1 trillion federal spending plan,
Wisconsin will be getting $5.2
billion for highway
improvements, $225 million for
bridge replacement and repairs,
$592 million over 5 years for
public transit, and $79 million for
electric vehicle infrastructure.
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A SERIES
PREPARED BY

TAXPAYER ALERT!

DOT is responsible for planning, building, and maintaining
Wisconsin’s state highways and interstate highways. 
The department distributes funding to local governments and
transportation systems. 
DOT also financially supports air, rail, and water transportation.
Operations of the Department are divided amongst 5 regions.
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In September of this year, the US Department of Transportation
approved WisDOT’s plan to spend $78.65 million in federal funds to
build out electric vehicle infrastructure along Wisconsin’s “alternative
fuel corridors”. These corridors cover almost all of Wisconsin’s interstate
and several major state highways. The plan will place chargers within 50
miles of each other. 

The funds for this project come from the Bi-partisan Infrastructure bill.
The department plans on making grants to “local governments and
private entities”, but will only require a modest 20% match from these
entities. Currently, Wisconsin law has restrictions on who can own and
operate these changing stations. Legislators had proposed legislation
last session that would have allowed private entities to build, maintain
and charge fees for the use of a charging station similar to how modern
gas stations operate.

DID YOU KNOW?

#DYK THAT IT'S NOT JUST
ROADS THE DOT IS IN CHARGE
OF? THE DEPARTMENT
OVERSEES PROJECTS THAT
INCLUDE AIR, RAIL AND WATER
TRANSPORTATION AS WELL!

In the 2021-2023 budget, the
Department of Transportation (DOT)
was allocated $6.6 billion and 3,238 FTE
positions. As of 2016, DOT employed
680 engineers.



KEEP AN EYE ON...

CLOSE CALL...

25% increase in the gas tax plus, an
automatic increase based on the
consumer price index.

When this was proposed in the 2019-
2021 budget, it was estimated that this
would raise taxes by $526 million
over the biennium.

27% increase in the Heavy Truck Fees.
Automatic voter registration.

Governor Evers proposed the following
provisions in his transportation budgets
during his first four years: 
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In recent years, revenues collected through
the gas tax have declined at a steady pace.
These revenues are used for road
maintenance and construction projects. As
electric cars become more prevalent on
Wisconsin roads, these revenues will only
continue to drop. Some have proposed a fee
based on miles traveled along with other
ideas. Expect this debate to continue in
Madison as policy makers look for ways to
increase state revenues to the transportation
fund.

The Institute for Reforming Government (IRG) is a 501 (c) 3 and Wisconsin-based think tank established to help
remove the onerous barriers and red tape separating the individual from an efficient and functioning government.



Find out more about IRG and view additional state agency briefing materials by visiting ReformingGovernment.org

ABOUT IRG

If you were in charge for a day, what reforms would
you make to the Department? Email Alex Ignatowski,
IRG’s Director of State Budget and Government
Reform, at ai@reforminggovernment.org.

WHAT WOULD
YOU DO??

IRG WANTS TO KNOW...

DOT LEADERSHIP

The Department of Transportation is headed by
(featured left-to-right): Secretary Craig Thompson,
Deputy Secretary Paul Hammer, and Assistant
Deputy Secretary Joel Nilsestuen.

During Governor Doyle’s term in office, $1.2 billion
was shifted from the transportation fund to fund other
items in the budget. As a result, in 2014, the state
voted to approve a constitutional referendum that
prohibits future legislatures from using money from
the transportation fund for purposes other than
transportation.
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